
Today Erika Robinson, a 
speech and language patholo-
gist, rents the space for her 
business near Candler Road in 
south DeKalb.

But by early next year she 

plans to move her child ther-
apy clinic to a new fi ve-acre, 
$10 million mixed-use devel-
opment on South Rainbow 
Drive called Candler Point. 

Here Robinson will be part 
of a new concept in business 
property–she’ll own the retail 
space instead of having huge 
monthly lease payments. 

“This is a perfect opportu-

Candler Point to give 
entrepreneurs shot at ownership

nity for my business,” she said. 
“I can’t wait to start.”

Candler Point, which is be-
ing built by local developer 
Sabi Varon, will have 54 re-
tail storefronts and 17 town 
homes. Altogether there will be 
eight buildings with more than 
100,000 square feet of space. 

“This idea is unique when it 
comes to retail and 
very unique for this 
area,” said Varon, 
who  is planning 
10 similar projects 
throughout metro 
Atlanta. “We’re not 
after big anchors, 
but new types of 
businesses for the 
area.”

In addition 
to Robinson’s 
clinic, Varon said 
a 24-hour gym, a 
fl ower shop and a 
dry cleaner have 
already expressed 
interest in the proj-
ect, which is slated 
to begin opening in 
January ’08.

Varon said he 
hopes to have a cof-
fee shop, shoe store 
and wedding hall as 
part of the mix of 
businesses. 

Commissioner 
Larry Johnson, 
who emphasizes 
quality develop-
ment in his dis-
trict, couldn’t be 
more pleased with 

Candler Point, which sits just 
across Candler Road from The 
Gallery at South DeKalb mall. 

“I’m excited about what’s 
happening here,” said Johnson. 
“More than $25 million in proj-
ects are coming to this area in-
cluding the new South DeKalb 
Arts Center, the Columbia 
Drive Recreation Center and 
sidewalks and streetscapes up 

and down Candler Road.”
Varon said the town 

homes would sell in the “high 
$100,000” range, and afford-
able and attainable fi nancing is 
available.

Johnson thanked Varon for 
investing in the oft-maligned 
corridor that sits just south of 
I-20 near I-285.

“This is the right time to 
invest in this area,” he said. 
“This whole area is growing.”
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CHAMBER MONTHLY EVENTS
Business After-Hours
Business Builder Series
First Monday Lunch
Government Affairs Council
Network DeKalb Leads Group

For more information on DeKalb Chamber
related events, visit our website at

www.dekalbchamber.org - 404-378-8000

AUG. 15TH - Network DeKalb Leads
Group - NEW LOCATION - OUTBACK
STEAKHOUSE - LaVista Location - 2145
LaVista Road, Atlanta, GA 30329 - 404-636-
5110. COST:  $10.00 for Members and
$15.00 for Non-members. To attend please
RSVP via email at rsvp@dekalbchamber.org.

AUG. 21ST   - GETTING STARTED WITH
CONSTANT CONTACT - With email being
one of the primary forms of communications
used today among many businesses, the popu-
larity of email programs such as CONSTANT
CONTACT has increased dramatically. Learn
how you can promote your business with
email newsletters and announcements; build
and manage your email lists and create and
send HTML emails in minutes.  The workshop
is open to the public. Cost: $25.00.  RSVP
& Prepay by: August 16th to 404-378-
8000 or email jleonard@dekalbchamber.org.
Attendants must register and prepay for
this workshop.

AUG. 28TH -CONSTANT CONTACT BE-
YOND THE BASICS: Learn NEW program
tools designed for the Constant Contact user.
It’s time to take your email campaigns to the
next level. Learn simple enhancements that
help your email broadcast campaign stand
out from the rest. The workshop is open to
the public. Cost: $25.00. RSVP & Prepay
by: Aug. 23rd to 404-378-8000 x 224 or
email to jleonard@dekalbchamber.org. At-
tendants must register and prepay for
this workshop.

EVENTS

by Andy Phelan
Andy@dekalbchamp.com

Developer Sabi Varon is creating a $10 million mixed-use project on South Rainbow Drive in south 
DeKalb. Photos by Andy Phelan.

An artist’s rendering shows what the Candler Point shops will look 
like on South Rainbow Drive.

Candler Point, a $10 million mixed-use 
development in south DeKalb, will have more 
than 100,000 square feet of retail space and 
offer entrepreneurs a chance to own their 
business space.


